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What you really need to know about David Michaels
Continued from first page…
Michaels has a heavy bent toward regulating the risk out of everything even in the face of legitimate doubt
regarding whether there even is a risk to be eliminated. On this point he has stated as follows:

Protecting the public’s health requires regulatory policies and approaches that explicitly acknowledge
uncertainty, while providing parameters that support decisionmaking based on limited data in
situations where significant risk to human health or the environment exists. These parameters should
be based in the fundamental paradigm governing public health: decisions must be made using the
best evidence currently available. Even if these parameters for decisionmaking are rigorously applied,
the debate over the science underpinning public health regulation is unlikely to disappear because
protective actions often involve substantial financial costs. Fn.6.

The Washington Times recently editorialized that the Senate should not confirm Michaels calling him, “one
the nation's foremost proponents of allowing junk science to be used in jackpot-justice lawsuits.” Fn.7.
The Times criticized his stand on the Daubert decision, a U.S. Supreme Court case which deals with
science in the courts, as follows:

The junk-science dispute stems from a crucially important 1993 Supreme Court case, Daubert v.
Merrell Dow Pharmaceuticals Inc. In Daubert, all nine justices (with two dissenting in small part)
agreed that trial judges could hold hearings without juries present to determine if proposed expert
testimony is relevant and reliable, based on objective criteria such as the use of scientific method and
peer reviews. This way, a trial can be protected from being polluted by hired guns who may look and
sound impressive enough to sway a jury that has no particular scientific expertise but who actually are
peddling bogus theories or trumped-up evidence.

Mr. Michaels devoted a whole chapter in his tendentious book Doubt Is Their Product to the idea that
Daubert created social imbalance away from the interests of plaintiffs and their lawyers. Elsewhere, he
co-wrote a paper of the exact same name as the book chapter in which the authors claim Daubert has
led to unreasonable legal demands of scientific certainty.

Michaels has also written in opposition to gun rights, invoking the Virginia Tech shootings as justification for
employers to prevent employees from keeping firearms in their vehicles. On this point he stated, “In the
U.S., we see an average of one gun-related homicide every 45 minutes, or 32 each day. These are usually
treated as isolated incidents, until a horrific event like the Virginia Tech massacre reawakens the public and
strengthens public health advocates who are attempting to prevent gun violence.” Fn.8.

Michaels also claims that kids today are smarter than
earlier generations because, “While children are still
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