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What you really need to know
about Esther Olavarria.
Continued from previous page...
Under her direction the Center published a paper by Karla Walter that claimed “El
salario mínimo, y normas para el trabajo extra, y la seguridad proveen una base
garantizada para los trabajadores estadounidenses sin importar el estatus migratorio
del trabajador. (Minimum wage, overtime, and workplace safety standards create a
guaranteed floor for American jobs, regardless of a worker’s immigration status.)”
The Center’s “Principles of Immigration Reform” are as follows:
To create a robust, modern immigration system worthy of our country we must:







Accept increased labor mobility;
Incorporate robust enforcement and safeguards;
Protect U.S. workers;
Increase and diversify legal immigration;
Resolve the status of the undocumented; and
Foster an inclusive American identity.

See: Principles for Immigration Reform, Center for American Progress, November 2008. Available
online at: http://www.americanprogress.org/issues/2007/11/pdf/immigration_report.pdf. (Accessed April
20, 2009.)

———————“Both supporters and opponents of more open borders in the United States say
Olavarria's appointment as deputy assistant secretary for policy within the
Department of Homeland Security likely augurs greater opportunities for migrants in
the U.S ., a theme that is consistent with Obama's stump message when he was on
the campaign trail.
“The fact that they chose her signals to me that the Obama administration is very
serious about looking at the immigration system, and then finally coming up with a
viable solution for redress,’ said Marleine Bastien, executive director of Haitian
Women of Miami.
Mark Krikorian, executive director of the Center for Immigration Studies, a think tank
in Washington that supports tighter immigration controls, said Olavarria's appointment
can be seen as a sign Obama will work toward some sort of amnesty for
undocumented migrants -- often viewed as the third rail of immigration policy. ‘He
clearly has to give the pro-amnesty side
something,’ Krikorian said.” Fn.1.
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