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Marquez’s 
Background 
General Manager, City of Los 

Angeles Housing Department 

 

Vice-President, McCormack 

Baron Salazar, Inc.  

 

Senior Counsel to Secretary 

Andrew Cuomo, U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban  

Development  

 

Deputy General Counsel for Civil 

Rights and Fair Housing, U.S. 

Department of Housing and  

Urban Development 

 

Partner, Litt & Marquez  

 

 

EDUCATION 

B.A. University of Southern  

California 

 

J.D. Georgetown University Law 

Center 

 

L.L.M. Georgetown University 

Law Center 

Who is Mercedes Marquez? 
On April 17, 2009 President Obama            

announced Mercedes Marquez as his nominee 

to be Assistant Secretary of Housing and   

Urban Development for 

Community Planning 

and Development.    

 

Zen High Priestess and 

General Manager of the 

L.A. Housing            

Department,  Marquez is 

an affordable housing    

crusader.  Ironically,  

much more affordable 

housing was lost on Marquez’s watch than was 

built. On average, during the housing boom, 

10,000 to 14,000 residences were built each 

year. On average, from 2003 to 2006, there 

were only 330 affordable units built each year. 

There were over 7,000 affordable units lost 

between 2003 and 2006; and there were over 

13,000 rent-controlled apartments and houses 

lost from 2001 to 2007. Furthermore, the  

Housing Department typically put tens of   

thousands of tax dollars into each affordable 

unit that was built. Other government entities 

subsidized  

their building also.  Fn.1.   

 

The city controller pointed 

out that the Housing   

Department on Marquez’s 

watch spent $2 million 

and three years studying 

hundreds of city-owned 

properties which could be 

used for affordable rental housing. In the end, 

only two sites were selected.  Fn.2.   

 

Marquez pioneered the Systematic Code     

Enforcement Program (SCEP) to inspect all 

single multi-family rental units in the city over a 

four year period. Inspectors cite both landlords 

AND tenants if they find problems. Every year, 

rental property owners are charged an         

inspection fee of $35.52 per unit, which is 

passed on to renters. During the first round of 

inspections, the city issued 1.9 million citations 

requiring estimated repairs of $1.6 billion.  Fn.3.    
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What you really need to know 
about Mercedes Marquez. 
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Marquez recently instituted a program to help families that earn up to $91,000 per year buy 
and renovate homes. These middle-income families would be eligible to receive $100,000 in 
purchase and rehab assistance.  Fn.4.   

 
Although there was insufficient housing for the homeless, Marquez insisted that homeless 

housing units should have baths and kitchenettes. These extra amenities cost $20,000, slow 
the process of making units available for the homeless, and reduce the total number of  
available units.  

 
 Advocates agree that new permanent supportive housing construction should 
 include  amenities like a bathroom and kitchenette so residents have more  
 independence. 
 
 But when the city is losing far more affordable housing than it's building each 
 year, they say, reducing existing residency units, where thousands of low-income 
 people live, will simply leave more people out on the street.  Fn.5.    
 
Marquez used taxpayer money to train her employees in Zen Buddhism, and she became a 

Zen high priestess. She had these employees play with sticks and learn how to stand and how 
to breathe with sphincter control. She denied that Zen Buddhism is a religious faith.  Fn.6.   

  
 In 2007, Marquez allowed her employees to “volunteer” on city time. Marquez defended her 

decision and argued that it was an appropriate use of staff time.  Paid Volunteers Prompt Los 
Angeles Debate, UPI, November 17, 2007.  Available online at:  http://www.redorbit.com/
news/science/1148561/paid_volunteers_prompt_los_angeles_debate/index.html.  (Accessed 
April 24, 2009.)   

 
A former employee of Marquez recently made several damaging allegations including the   

following:   
 

Marquez is alleged to have purchased a condominium for herself and her life partner in a 
building Marquez's department financed. 
 
She is alleged to have promoted her partner several times outside Los Angeles' civil service 
rules. 
 
Marquez is alleged to have spent $5 million on the Housing Department's LIMS computer   
program, only to throw it out and start over. 
 
She is alleged to have used city funding to cover over mistakes her partner, Mirta, made    
relating to the Hotel Cecil project in LA. Allegedly, the City Attorney told the Housing           
Department that Mirta's actions were illegal, but Marquez still used tax dollars to pay legal 
fees.   
 
Erik Erickson, Obama’s Latest Import From the 
Culture of Corruption, HUMAN EVENTS, April 23, 
2009.  Available online at:  http://
www.humanevents.com/article.php?
print=yes&id=31565.  (Accessed April 24, 2009.)    
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